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(Cambridge: University Press, 1909),1 contains the conclusion of the
series of articles on more special topics—commercial law, contracts, torts,
property (in general), and testamentary and matrimonial law. The
collection, which is excellently edited, is of course primarily designed for
legal studente, and it would be impertinent for us to criticise the choice
of particular articles, though we may venture to regret that Maitland's
paper on ' The Mystery of Seisin' was not followed by ite sequel on ' The
Beatitude of Seisin' {Law Quarterly Review, iv.). But the historian will
find in. almost every chapter something to illustrate his subject and clarify
his ideas. The theory which prevailed thirty years ago of the essential
opposition of the historical and the legal view of history is happily obsolete.

L.

Still less would it be proper for us to express an opinion on F. W.
Maitland's lectures on Equity, which have been judiciously given to
the public by Messrs. A. H. Chaytor and W. J. Whittaker (Cambridge :
University Press, 1909). But we may direct historical students to the first
two lectures which explain how equity arose, and to a passage in the eleventh
which shows what it means in practice ; and to the account of the trust,
' the most distinctive achievement of English lawyers,' in the third.
Equity is followed by a short course of lectures on the forms of action at
common law, the first four of which will be read by all students of the
legal element in our early constitutional history. A more luminous survey
of archaic procedure, of the reforms of Henry II, and of the play upon
them of lawyers' ingenuity in the thirteenth century, has never been
written. The book ends with a convenient little set of ' Select Writs,'
for which historical students also will be thankful. How many of us
can lay our hand on the writ ' Praecipe' mentioned in Magna Charta ?

M.

Following up the researches of Professor Harland and the German
canonist Dr. Franz Kober, Mr. Edward B. Krehbiel has put together in
Tfie Interdict, its History and its Operation (Washington: American
Historical Association, 1909) the results of extensive reading and
written a useful chapter in the history of ecclesiastical administration.
The greater part of the book consists of a study of the interdict in
actual operation, and gives a valuable picture of the extent to which
the law was enforced. As one would expect, the efficacy of this ' ad-
ministrative order ' in securing obedience and submission depended upon
the force of popular opinion. If this were not roused, an interdict
might seriously diminish the influence of the church within the area of
its operation, or, as in Venice in 1606, be absolutely ineffective. In any
case the non-observance of the interdict by some of the clergy and the
privileges of the monastic houses might diminish its effects. On the whole
the author shows that the punishment was justified by its results. The
book gives us a more impressive conviction of the horror and misery which
resulted than the scattered and casual evidence of each case is able to give.
The modification of the local general interdict known as the ambulatory
interdict is significant as a proof of this. Dr. Krehbiel's researches have

1 See vol. xxiv. 822, ante.
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